
 “Mission Impossible: Vienna” 
July 7,  2017 
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God, 
Loving 
People 

 

Over the last three decades as a husband and 
father I have worn many hats. These hats in-
clude being a banker, a short-order cooker, a 
taxi driver, a love counselor, a supervisor, a 
babysitter, a paramedic, a soccer coach (Note: 
which meant the first soccer match I ever wit-
nessed from end to end I was the coach), and 
action hero. The last starring role is my latest 
installment of being “Super Dad.” The details 
will follow. 
 
Despite living the last thirty-two years of my 
life in “girl world” I have still from time to 
time stolen away an evening to watch an ac-
tion movie starring the likes of Bruce Willis, 
Clint Eastwood, Sylvester Stallone, Liam 
Neeson, and yes, Tom Cruise. In fact, if Tom 
Cruise plays a starring role, then I may get buy
-in from my girls to watch the movie since he 
is such a “fine actor.” 
 
One of Cruise’s best role is playing the part of 
Ethan Hunt in the blockbuster series of mov-
ies entitled “Mission Impossible.” In this role, 
Cruise has crisscrossed the globe saving the 
world over and over again from disaster plot-
ted by a wide variety of fens and villains. At 
some point in his adventure, Cruise receives a 
message from high command which reveals to 
him his next assignment and sends him to 
some exotic place to save the day, as he rushes 
off, the message self-destructs and the adven-
ture begins. 
 
I guess somewhere in the back of one’s mind, 
we all long to be the hero in a story, well this 
week I got my chance. As many of you may be 
aware my baby daughter Madison has spent 
the last six weeks in Romania and Hungary 
with a team of counseling students from the 
University of North Texas working with the 
victims of human trafficking. She has had the 
opportunity to be the hands and feet of Jesus 
in the lives of young women and children, 
who have experienced the horrors of deprived 
human nature and sin. 
 
As an adventurous college student, Madison 
had planned to stay after her group returned to 
the States to travel Europe for a week with a 
friend, who unexpectedly, just days before, 
had to bow out of the trip leaving Madison 
alone in Eastern Europe. Realizing her situa-
tion, Madison explored a wide variety of op-
tions ranging from traveling to Spain, to 
Greece, to England to connect with expat 
friends scattered across Europe to no avail. 

Now comes “Mission Impossible: Vienna”: 
normally we would deploy Robyn to go to the 
rescue and spend a week in Europe as she had 
done many times before exploring with one of 
her girls, but due to restrictions from a recent 
survey, she could not even carry a suitcase. 
Thus, she was destined to go on the “disabled 
list.” Soon it became apparent, as illogical as it 
may appear, that this would become my rescue 
mission, so we purchased the plane ticket and 
the adventure began. 
 
I realize going to Vienna on a such a mission 
seems far from a sacrifice, and you would be 
right. It is not often a sacrifice comes with 
such perks. The part of the storyline I love the 
most will be spending a week alone with my 
daughter exploring the wonders of another 
world, but more importantly deepening our 
relationship. You see there is no higher calling 
in life than bearing the title “Dad.” Last 
Wednesday, I shared with our prayer partners 
a lesson God has been teaching me. All the 
churches I have served, or will ever serve, will 
one day be given another pastor from on high, 
but to my daughters I am the only dad they 
will ever have so I need to play my part well. 
Moses instructed the fathers of Israel as fol-
lows: “You shall therefore lay up these 
words of mine in your heart and in your 
soul, and you shall bind them as a sign on 
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes.  You shall teach them 
to your children, talking of them when you 
are sitting in your house, and when you are 
walking by the way, and when you lie 
down, and when you rise.” (Deuteronomy 
11:18-19 ESV)  
I cannot imagine a greater adventure in life 
than being a parent. Each morning brings new 
opportunities and sometimes late at night an 
invitation to go on “Mission Impossible: Vi-
enna.” Sorry, Tom Cruise, this part has already 
been taken! See you Sunday! 
 



 

 

Financial Statistics 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

Received  June 25:       $40,145 

                          (2016 $22,891) 

Month-to-date Received:  $31,712 

                              (2016  $22,476)               

 

Building Fund 

Received July2: $2,593 

Month-to-date Received: $2,593 

 

Weekly Attendance Report 

 

Sunday School Attendance:  318 

                                  (2016  302) 

 Worship Attendance:           474 

                                 (2016    366)          

 

 

  

 

 

 

Announcements: 

 

First Connections Welcome Center 

First Decatur is looking for friendly and welcoming 
volunteers to serve one Sunday a month before and 
after Bible Study at our First Connections Centers to 
help make our visitors feel at home and help them 
find their way around our prodigious complex!  This 
would be a great family activity as well.  Please con-
tact Robyn Lowrie (rklowrie@yahoo.com) or Laura 
Boyd (jlcc381@yahoo.com) to sign up today! 

 

First Connections Class 

Our First Connections class for new members and 
prospects will be combined into one session for the 
summer.  Join Pastor David and his wife, Robyn, July 
16th immediately following the worship in the Ad-
ministrative Conference Room for lunch and mem-
bership session from 11:30-1:30pm.  You can call the 
church office to sign up or on the tear-off portion of 
the worship guide. 

 

Smiling Faces 

We are using our church database to create a new pic-
ture directory. Please send your family pictures with 
n a m e s  t o  a l y s s a @ f i r s t d e c a t u r . u s  o r 
bree@firstdecatur.us. Deadline to submit pictures is 
August 15.  

 

Teach, Lead, Serve  

If you are interested in leading a small discipleship or 
home group this fall, please contact the office or 
Mike Stallsworth. We are also looking for new Sun-
day School teachers to begin training in late summer.  
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FBC Leadership Team  

Dr. David Lowrie, Pastor:  david@firstdecatur.us 

 

Mike Stallsworth, Executive Pastor:  mike@firstdecatur.us 

 

Gerre Joiner, Senior Adult Pastor : gerjoiner@gmail.com 

 

Candy Burden, Children’s Pastor: candy@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ryan Cunnius, Interim Worship Leader: ryan@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ray Petty, Interim Student Pastor: ray@firstdecatur.us 

 

Harold Mosley, Building & Grounds : harold@firstdecatur.us 

 

Bree Kirkelie, Office Manager bree@firstdecatur.us 

 

Miranda Boswell, MDO Director: miranda@firstdecatur.us 

 

Beth Addington, Preschool Director: beth@firstdecatur.us 




